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Military school for youth tank operator is an educational institution
found by Imperial Japanese Army in Fujinomiya Ciy, Shizuoka in
1942 where young boys from the age of 14 to 19 received
trainings for 2 years.

More than 4,000 students studied there with 1,550 teaching staff.
For the first year class, the school received 8,229 applications for
the position of 150. The rate of competition was 55.

The young tank soldiers were called Wakajishi (young lion) or
little tank. Together with the young combat pilots called young
eagles, both of them were praised as the two greatest forces of
the military.

After the war, the school was taken over by the U.S. Military and
closed. Some of the school buildings were taken apart and moved
to another location. Later it was used for elementary school and
junior high school.

In one corner of the former school site, Wakajishi shrine was built
to enshrine 600 teachers and students who died in the Pacific
War.

First, Wakajishi tower was built in December 1965 to
commemorate the lost school alumni and later the shrine was
established in October 1984.

Alongside the tower, 97type medium tank called “returned tank” is
in the shrine site. The tank was returned from Saipan after the
war. It' s displayed in memory of the 40 young soldiers who lost
their lives in the battles in Saipan.
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Wakajishi(young lion) Shrine

Here it's the front gate

After the war, this place became junior high school, and elementary
school

Since 6.3.3 education system established

It was merged with the neighboring school and moved to here in 1967

So the gate is the original one
It says “Military school for youth tank operator” here.
Why 1967
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We asked him to write it again and reproduced it

Like this, this place has been maintained by former teachers and the
students
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And here “Military school for youth tank operator”
December 1939

Number of students 4155, teachers 1550

622 of them had died

This is called “Wakajishi tower”, it's 17m high

In front, there is the words by the Emperor

It says "My heart pains when think about the people who lost their
lives for the country”

It's by the Showa Emperor in 1959

There are hundreds of war memorials in Japan

but the Emperor's words are

only here and in the military cemetery park, Chidorigafuchi

Is this tower made of concrete?

It's concrete

Is it strong enough against earthquakes?

As written there, it's designed by the college professor

(About Wakajishi tower)

The Emperor’'s words were hand written by the chief priest who built
it

The statue of Wakajishi was made by award winning Haruji Naito
The design of the tower by Yoji Kanazawa

The statue is now worth national treasure

Mr. Tamada, former school principal wrote about the origin of this
tower

It's made with the contributions from the former teachers
Here is the writing for the tower

The tower rises straight

as if the Wakajishi's soul rise heavenward

The godly statue depict the Wakajishi's challenge against the
hardship

with the aspiration for their first battle

Those words are left here

As I said, 633 people lost their lives

They died at the young age from 17 to 23

Now, the loyalty to the country sounds out of date

At that time, 4 year compulsory education started in 1887
“The Imperial message on Education” was issued in 1890

Later it was changed to 6 years education and continued until end of
the war in 1945

We learnt 12 moral lessons from “The Imperial message on
Education” such as

”Our Imperial Ancestors have founded Our Empire on a basis broad
and everlasting and have deeply and firmly implanted virtue”

“should emergency arise, offer yourselves courageously to the State;
and thus guard and maintain the prosperity of Our Imperial Throne
coeval with heaven and earth.”

Only students who learnt all of these lessons

can call themselves Japanese

Qualified to become imperial soldiers

We were taught like that

About “Military school for youth tank operator”

Since the Battles of Khalkhyn Gol (Battles of Nomonhan) in 1939
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Japanese military was heavily warn out by Soviet who had modern
equipment and enough goods

That's why “Military school for youth tank operator” was founded
In 1941, one year before the Pacific War starts

At first “school for youth tank operator” was founded in Chiba by
the Emperor

In 1942 the school building of “Military school for youth tank
operator” was built here

in this location (Fujinomiya, Shizuoka)

It was built by the order of the Emperor, that's why there is his
words.

The Conscription service was established in 1873
” Imperial Rescript to Soldiers and Sailors” was issued in 1882

It's a spiritual guidance that teaches soldiers about royalty, manners,
bravery, trust and austerity

To confirm the loyalty to the Emperor, students had to memorize it

The aim of the school was to improve the quality of executive
officers
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Kanagawa and Chiba Univ.
Students started their study from age of 15 here

They learnt “ Imperial Rescript to Soldiers and Sailors” and “The
Imperial message on Education”

They graduated at the age of 17

and took the chief positions
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This is a tank 97 type made in 1937 (Kouki 2597)
At that time, we did not use the western calendar
but counted years from the first Emperor, Kambu’'s coronation

Japanese original way of counting years
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maintaining the port
It belonged to No. 9 Regimental Tank force

There was another tank which was returned to Japan at the same
time

It was restored and currently displayed at Yushukan of Yasukuni
Shrine.

Owing to the support from the survivors
This one was moved to here in 1975
This tank was under the sea for 30 years
It got rusted like this

We tried to remove the rust several times but couldn’t

At that time, the tank was around here

Children used to play around it

We found a sward, human bones and a thousand-stitch belt in it
Through the investigation

We found those are of Sergeant Suzuki from Hitachinaka, Ibaraki

During the war, tank was considered as a grave for the tank soldiers
There is a writings about the tank

To show what war would bring and

to give chance to think about war and peace

We decided to leave the tank like this

This tank used to be a weapon

Now it's a peace memorial like Atomic Bomb Dome in Hiroshima
The memories fade after 60 or 70 years after the war

That's why we left it

The roof was made in 2008

We have been maintaining the whole site like this

There is no financial support from the city, prefecture or country

It's all based on the contributions by many people

Mr. Mochizuki over there was the 7th term student

He has been committed to maintaining this place for long time
Did 6th term students go to the war?

They didn't but died here in the bomb attack by the U.S.
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Reason for so many victims are in the 5th term students

Their ship was wrecked when they depart from the Sasebo port
The ship was attacked?

Many of them died

Among all the war victims marked here

1st to 4th term students are all died in the war zone

5th to 7th term students were lost for the reasons I described
They died without going to the war

Yes, died with their grief

We 2nd and 3rd term students had 2 years of training education

The Greater East Asia War started during the 1st term students’
training

They went to the war after only one year of training
4th term students also had only one and a half year training

It's miserable especially the 1st term student were sent to the war
with such short training

Indeed, many of them died for torpedo before arriving their
destinations

Talking about this in front of these names
Really hurts my heart

Why this name is scaled off?

This name was wrong

So it was rewritten

For the family of the victims, even the small difference in the name

is a big deal
Wakajishi group owns this land but

the Japanese constitutional law does not admit any alumni
association to own a land

We consulted with the chief priest of Meiji Shrine and Yasukuni
Shrine

They advised us to make it a shrine
So the Wakajishi Shrine was founded in 1984

On the next year, Wakajishi Shrine became an official religious
institution

after getting the approval from the Association of Shinto Shrines
This picture was painted by one of the 3rd term student
Wow, very skillful!

He became a painter after graduating

Oh I see

These paintings are by the 3rd term student who is now a teacher
There are many donated things here

Please come in

You can see the scale inside

Oh well I don't see

This one is for a machine gun

Now I see. I can see it from this side

Oh I see

It's machine gun

Here is 4, 2.8, 1.8

Is this a gun barrel?

Yes, machine gun. 7.7mm

It became useless after 2000 shots

The materials were in bad quality at that time

This jaggy shape is designed to release heat?

That's right

So we***

“the safety of one’s family, academic achievement”
Don't call yourself tank soldier without seeing the war
Tank has armor plate, mobility, firepower, information
Armor plate

It runs

Equipped with firepower and machinegun

Radio communication

You need to learn all of that

Same as driving a car

We learnt operation with judgment and cognition

We recognize
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Make judgment

And operate

We had a very strict training

And this, after the tower was built

I made it from the stamps of the postcards sent by many people
This is “human and tank, one body”

Tank and operator are meant to be one body

For 45 years, I have been making such works with the stamps
This is “Peace of Japan” which I am working on now

When the Wakajishi tower was built, there was nothing around it
Yes, that's right

This is a bayonet used to be called burdock knife

Everyone used it

Is it real?

Yes

For stabbing?

This one is not sharpened enough

Is it supposed to be much sharper?

Yes

And this, belonged to naval academy

Is this also real?

Yes, real

This man (the first school principal) at the Battles of Khalkhyn Gol
said we have to have tanks

And founded the school for tank operator

OK, so is that the abolishment of horse soldiers?

Yes

He said when the Tripartite Pact between Japan, Germany and ltaly
was made

The foot soldiers and horse soldiers are no longer good enough
As described earlier

The tank force equipped with armor plate, firepower and radio
communication

was necessary
To win, the tank soldiers were formed

We had very strict education with patriotic spirit

No smoking and drinking allowed during school

I was in the war zone from 1946

I didn’t smoke or drink

even after my graduation in 1943

Really?

My captain told me when you die, you should die with the clean body
When the abolishment of horse soldiers came out
How the development of tanks started?

The tanks were purchased from France

That was the beginning

Hitach, Mitsubishi, Komatsu

and the military factory in Osaka started to study it
However it's difficult to find the history during the war
There is not enough evidence left

Everyone has

His own story of---

War in Saipan

War in New Guinea

War in Philippines

Only kept in the spoken words
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Yes it was all like that before

Why?
I find it very difficult to read
Difficult-+-?

It was the very basic of our education

“The Imperial message on Education” was written with Kanji and
Katakana

Oh was it?
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First we have Kanji and then Katakana and Hiragana

When I type in with the PC

It's not easy to type Katakana between Kanji characters

The text books were written like that back then

The Ministry of Education must have decided it

I don't know why

About the 5th term students when they were attacked by submarine
According to the story, when the ship was wrecked

People rescued by the ship heading to Japan main island survived
But the people rescued by the ship heading to Okinawa didn't
Their life were dependent on the chance which ship to get in

Oh the ship

That's right

This is pretty much all we have

Thank you very much

The Haiku by Ryokan over there

It was sent to the students who left for the war

from the school principal

Falling cherry blossoms, even remaining ones are falling cherry
blossoms

It was for the new soldiers

you are alive now

but the day of falling down may come like cherry blossoms
That's what he meant

When the Wakajishi tower was built, there was nothing around it?

Yes
What happened to these buildings in the map?

All demolished. Only the elementary school and junior high school
were left

The last place remained was the meeting room

Let me see, it should be around here

Yes around here

The building was used as elementary school?
Elementary school and the junior high school

After the war this place was used as technical school for farming
for some years

But there is no precise record about it

On the training ground

We were in gym clothes

Played mock cavalry battles

So you had something like a athletic festival ?

Yes, mock cavalry battle was played with

1000 people on each side

Oh, that’s a big game

We had huge poles like power pole in Bo—taoshi game
That flied over everybody's head

You might have got knocked down

There were military medic waiting with the stretchers

Played mock cavalry battles were played with 2000 people? 1000 on
each side?

Yes, but

the most incredible was the Bo—taoshi game
There were 900 students in the 5th term
Yes the 5th term was the biggest group
(7th term students)

I was one of them

Shall we go now?

Yes
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